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I’m so thankful for Chris Klein and Pastor Nick and their helpful 

ministry of the Word over the last couple weeks on killing sin. This 

morning we turn our attention back to the book of Judges where we 

will spend the next several weeks looking at the life of Samson, the 

last Judge in the book of Judges.   

 

We immediately face two dangers as we come to the story of 

Samson: 1) The danger of saying, “I already know the Samson story” 

and thinking of Samson as a hero. 2) The danger of getting so 

distracted by all of Samson’s drama that we miss what God is going.  

 

There are 3 insights I want you to see and reflect on with me in this 

passage. However we will only have time for the first two today.  

 

1. The mercy and faithfulness of God in light of Israel’s hardness of 

heart.  

 

Here’s how we see it: God intervenes to rescue Israel from the 

Philistines even though they don’t seek God’s help. This is an 

important point that we might have missed if we only read chapter 13 

without the context of the rest of our study in the book of Judges. 

Back in chapter 2 we discovered a very clear pattern that has been 

repeated over and over again throughout Judges. The pattern is this:  

� Israel sins by doing evil in the sight of the Lord (idol worship).  

� God subjects Israel to her enemies (discipline). 

� Israel cries out to the Lord in her distress.  

� God raises up a judge to deliver Israel from her enemies.  

 

Now notice what happens in chapter 13. Verse 1 says, “Israel again 

did evil in the sight of the Lord.” That’s stage one of the cycle. So 

what does God do in response? Verse 1 goes on to say, “so the Lord 

gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.” Note that 40 

years is an entire generation—the same amount of time that Israel 

wandered about in the wilderness until an unbelieving generation 

died off. For 40 years they have lived under the oppression and pagan 

influence of the Philistines.  

 

So what do we expect to happen as a result of those long years of 

oppression? We expect Israel to cry out to the Lord for help in her 

distress. Even if God’s people are not truly repentant, we expect them 

to follow the pattern in Judges of crying out to God to bring relief 

from their circumstances. Yet that never happens. Israel never turns 

to the Lord for help. Israel has lost its courage and spirit to fight. She 

seems to have grown content with the status quo, accustomed to 

pagan influence around her.  

 

Regardless of how difficult life has become, Israel’s heart is so far 

away from the Lord that she doesn’t even consider praying to God for 

help. And when we get distressed over our circumstances and we do 

everything we can to fix it but never even think to pray or cry out for 

God’s help, it reveals that our hearts are also far from the Lord.  

 

This is precisely what happens when sin hardens our hearts. We begin 

to feel at home with the very sin that enslaves us. We love the very 

vices that destroy us. We lose our desire to fight sin’s dominion and 

don’t even cry out to the Lord to break the chains that bind us.  

 

What’s so surprising about chapter 13 is not that Israel is so hardened 

that she fails to seek God’s deliverance. What’s so surprising is that 

God begins to intervene on Israel’s behalf before she even wants it. 



Verse 2 begins to tell the story of how God prepares a childless couple 

to understand that He has chosen a deliver, not yet born. A child that 

will be miraculously given to them! Why? Vs. 5—to “begin to deliver 

Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 

 

There’s a lot of drama in the following chapters about Samson’s life, 

but don’t miss this amazing display of God’s mercy to intervene and 

initiate a rescue mission for Israel regardless of her deeply rooted 

apathy. This divine display of God’s mercy is the only way to make 

sense out of why God would choose to use a man who turns out to be 

such an ungodly character. Why would God use a man who makes so 

many bad choices? Why would God rescue Israel regardless of the 

fact that she doesn’t seek God’s help? Because God, in His mercy, is 

faithful to His people, His promise, and His plan—a plan that would 

eventually bring the offer of salvation to the entire world. Do you see 

the love and mercy of God working here?  

 

If we are discerning, what we actually see here in Judges 13 is a 

foreshadowing of the gospel, that God takes the initiative to rescue 

us from our sin when we don’t seek it, and before we want it. Isn’t 

this the essence of Romans 5:8? “God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” While 

were still persisting in our rebellion against God, He took the initiative 

to rescue us from our sin, not because our repentance was so 

impressive, but because His mercy and love was so compelling.  

 

Like the Israelites who in their hardness of heart failed to cry out to 

God, Romans 3 says of us, all are under sin. “there is none righteous, 

not even one; there is none who understands, there is none who seeks 

for God…there is none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom 

3:10-12). In other words, in our stupor of sin, we can’t be righteous or 

do good before God, we can’t understand spiritual things, and we 

won’t seek God. That’s the impact of sin: we do not want and we will 

not seek God.  

 

So how does a person ever become a believer? In John 6, Jesus said, 

“no one can come to me unless the Father draws him…no one can 

come to me unless it has been granted him from the Father” (John 

6:44, 65). So how does a person become a believer? God initiates a 

work of grace, drawing a sinner’s heart to God and His grace. Then 

Jesus also went on to say that He will raise up those that the Father 

draws to Him on the last day (6:44). In other words, those whom the 

Father draws to Christ will have eternal life. Note this: Just as God in 

His love takes the initiative to bring us the good news of the gospel by 

sending His Son to die for us while we were still rebelling against Him, 

so He also takes the initiative in applying the work of redemption to 

us personally by drawing us to Christ where we can see, seek, 

understand, and believe.  

 

So the question before you today is not what you can do to secure 

God’s mercy, but rather how will you respond to what God has 

already done for you in His mercy? Are you content to remain in your 

sin, our will our receive and embrace the sin-conquering love of God 

through the cross? He gives those who trust His Son the power to 

fight and defeat sin because He has defeated its dominion at the 

cross.  

 

 

2. The need for a divine Savior.  

 

We see this through the puzzling irony of chapter 13 and what follows 

in chapter 14.  Here’s what I am getting at. Of the judges that God 

raised up, some were commendable while others were a bid shady, 

causing us to wonder why God would raise up such a colorful 



character. But of all the judges, none seemed to have such potential 

and promise as Samson. He is the only one that was set apart by God 

before his birth. God actually performed a miracle of giving a child to 

a barren woman whose birth and mission were announced by the 

angel of the Lord. Chapter 13 ends by telling us that “the Lord blessed 

him and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir in him” (13:24-25). If we 

were to stop here we would think that finally God has raised up the 

deliverer that will turn the tide for God’s people.  

 

No other judge had such potential. Unfortunately, no other judge 

failed to honor the Lord with his life more than Samson. Chapter 14 is 

the pin that pops the ever expanding balloon of hope in chapter 13. 

Let’s just read the first 4 verses to get a taste of the kind of man 

Samson is.  

  [Vs. 1-2] – Who did God raise up Samson to defeat? The 

Philistines! Not only had God banned Israel from intermarriage with 

pagan nations, he raised up Samson to conquer the Philistines.  

 [Vs. 3] – What should Samson’s father have said at this point? 

“No! Absolutely not! To marry a philistine woman would be to defy 

the very God you have been set apart to serve. To marry her will 

result in God’s discipline and judgment. We cannot and will not help 

you make such a devastating choice!” Verse 3 is weak parenting and 

Samson will be the one to pay the ultimate price.  

 [Vs. 3b] – This is not the way you want to go about choosing a 

wife. There is only one thing driving Samson’s heart—lust! “She looks 

good to me.” No thought is given to her character or her spirituality; 

only her outward appearance. Now there is nothing wrong with 

marrying a beautiful woman, young men—God bless you! But 

external, fading beauty cannot make up for a woman who lacks godly 

character and a right heart before the Lord. What’s important for our 

purposes here is to see that Samson is so blinded by his lust that he is 

willing to throw away the very purpose God has for his life. Not 

exactly the kind of fruit we were hoping to see from the promised 

child of chapter 13.  

 [vs. 4] – Does this mean that God was pleased for Samson to 

marry this philistine woman? No, what it means is that God was still 

working, even through Samson’s sinful desires and choices, to 

provoke conflict between the philistines and Samson so that He could 

deliver His people in the end.  

 

As the story goes on Samson will defile himself by eating honey out of 

the carcass of a dead animal, he will give himself to a prostitute, and 

the later have yet another relationship with Delilah. In the end, 

Samson will be no more than a gullible, lust-driven, self-absorbed 

man who cares nothing for his God or his nation, but only for himself.  

 

What are we to make of this? Why would God choose to raise up a 

man that would prove to be so rebellious? Perhaps the conclusion we 

should draw is that no mere human can ultimately deliver God’s 

people, even when he is given every advantage and resource. Only 

God Himself, one untainted by sin, could truly save God’s people. In 

the end, no man will receive praise for God’s salvation, but God 

alone. In the words of Isaiah, “stop trusting in [mere] man” (Isa 2:22). 

 

There is no person on this earth who will not, at some point, 

disappoint you, let you down, or sin against you. We dare not expect 

perfection from anyone, even the most gifted and promising 

individuals. And yet, perfect righteousness is precisely what we need 

to save us from the wrath of a holy God.  

 

We need a divine Savior. And that is precisely why God intervenes to 

rescue His people, even when they are content to live in the 

oppression of their sin. God was preserving His people, His promise, 

and His plan to raise up Christ, the ultimate deliver, judge, and king. 



One who is both human and divine. One who could not only rescue us 

from earthly enemies, but more importantly rescue us from our sin. 

One who could give us new hearts, empowered by the Holy Spirit to 

please and obey God and inherit His blessing.  

 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, we celebrate another 

child of promise, one greater than Samson—Jesus, who was born of a 

virgin untainted by sin, who lived a perfectly righteous life of 

obedience to the Father, and who secured the hope of all who trust in 

Him by conquering the dominion of sin.  

 

As we come to the Lord’s Table this morning, it is a celebration of 

God’s covenant love and faithfulness. In spite of man’s persistent 

rebellion, He has kept His promise to secure a people for Himself in 

Christ who will be the eternal beneficiaries of His love and mercy.  

 

Perhaps the Lord has been drawing you to Christ. Don’t delay in 

responding to him. Surrender your independence and rebellion to 

Jesus. Confess your sin and trust Him today to save you, to forgive 

you, and to give you a new heart. Don’t hold out on the love and 

mercy that God extends to you today. Clinging to your sin and you 

self-filled life can only lead to ruin and the darkness of judgment. But 

receiving Christ turns you into the sunlight of God’s favor where you 

are empowered by His grace to fight sin’s oppressive dominion. You 

will either be under the dominion of sin and Satan or you will be 

under the dominion of God and Christ. Under which allegiance will 

you stand?  

 

For those of you who are living in Christ, take heed to Samson’s life. 

It’s possible to have every spiritual resource in Christ, yet foolishly 

squander it. As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, don’t go on 

living in the bondage and guilt of your sin. Repent and be restored to 

the one who loves you with an everlasting love.  

 

How is the Holy Spirit pressing in on your heart today? As we prepare 

to serve the bread, I invite you to pray, to meet with Jesus, to once 

again experience the joy and freedom of His forgiveness as you 

confess and forsake your sin. Or if you have never taken the initial 

step of receiving Christ, to have an honest conversation with him 

about your sin, your willingness to forsake it, and your desire to 

receive His forgiveness by surrendering your heart and life to His 

loving authority.  

 

Bread: Prov 28:13 

Cup: 1John 1:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. A Warning to not let your spiritual life be conformed to the spirit 

of the age.  

 

We see this through Manoah, Samson’s father.  



 

 

 


